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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BURGESS). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 12, 2005. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL C. 
BURGESS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING HOUR DEBATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning hour debates. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 25 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes, but in 
no event shall debate extend beyond 
9:50 a.m. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) for 5 minutes. 

f 

CENTRAL AMERICAN FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
last year the House Majority Leader 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
DELAY), the most influential Repub-
lican in the Congress, promised that 
this Congress would vote during last 
year on the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement, a trade agreement 
that includes six countries in Latin 
America and the United States. Decem-
ber 31 rolled around, there was no vote. 

Majority Leader DELAY then prom-
ised a vote by Memorial Day on 
CAFTA. Memorial Day came and went. 

Majority Leader DELAY then prom-
ised a vote on CAFTA prior to July 4. 
July 4 has since come and gone. Now, 
Leader DELAY has said there will be a 
vote on the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement some time in July. 

Mr. Speaker, the reason that there 
has not been a vote on the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement is be-
cause of the overwhelming opposition 
to that trade agreement, opposition 
from Republicans on that side of the 
aisle, Democrats on this side of the 
aisle, opposition from small manufac-
turers, machine shops, tool and die 
makers, small manufacturing compa-
nies, opposition from unions and all 
kind of worker organizations, opposi-
tion from environmentalists, opposi-
tion from religious leaders, opposition 
from in the United States to the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement, 
widespread opposition among leaders 
and religious leaders, labor leaders, en-
vironmentalists advocates for the poor, 
small business people, small farmers 
and ranchers throughout the six Latin 
American countries. The reason they 
oppose the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement is it simply will not 
work for the great majority of people 
whether it is in Nicaragua or the 
United States, whether it is in Guate-
mala or the Dominican Republic. 

All of us understand that this CAFTA 
does not make sense. We should re-
negotiate the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement, get rid of this one, 
renegotiate one that works for every-
one. 

The reason CAFTA does not work is 
that it was crafted by a select few, ne-
gotiated by a select few to benefit a se-
lect few. The drug companies were at 
the negotiating table. They, of course, 
will benefit from the Central American 
Free Trade Agreement, but small man-
ufacturers will not. 

The insurance companies and the fi-
nancial institutions and the banks 
were at the negotiating table helping 
to write the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement. The representatives 
of small farmers and small ranchers in 
small businesses were not at the table. 

Oil companies and other big energy 
companies were at the table negoti-
ating the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement. But consumers and people 
who will be hurt, the poor and working 
families in all seven CAFTA countries, 
were not at the table. It, as I said, was 
negotiated by a select few, for a select 
few. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the reason we 
know that our trade policy is not 
working is exemplified very well in 
this chart. 1992, the year I first ran for 
Congress, was elected, our trade deficit 
in this country was $38 billion. In 2004 
that trade deficit was $618 billion, from 
$38 billion to $618 billion in the space of 
12 years. 

Mr. Speaker, those numbers, those 
are just trade deficit numbers. But 
what they represent is loss of manufac-
turing jobs in large part. The states in 
red are states that have lost 20 percent 
of their manufacturing jobs. My State 
of Ohio, at 216,000 in just 5 years. 
Michigan over 200,000, Illinois over 
200,000, Pennsylvania over 200,000. The 
Speaker, the man in the Speaker’s 
chair, his State of Texas, 200,000. The 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER’s) State has lost 30,000 
manufacturing jobs. The gentleman 
from New Jersey, (Mr. PALLONE’s) 
State of New Jersey has lost 105,000 
manufacturing jobs in the last 5 years. 

Mr. Speaker, this trade policy is not 
working. These trade agreements are 
not working. This trade agreement is 
not about lifting up workers in the de-
veloping world. It is about U.S. compa-
nies moving plants to Honduras, 
outsourcing jobs to El Salvador and ex-
ploiting cheap labor in Guatemala, not 
to help those workers, because those 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 01:53 Jul 14, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A12JY7.000 H12JYPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-09T12:56:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




